Targeted antioxidative and neuroprotective properties of the dopamine agonist pramipexole and its nondopaminergic enantiomer SND919CL2x [(+)2-amino-4,5,6,7-tetrahydro-6-Lpropylamino-benzathiazole dihydrochloride].
Pramipexole has been shown to possess neuroprotective properties in vitro that are partly independent of its dopaminergic agonism. The site of neuroprotective action is still unknown. Using [(3)H]pramipexole, we show that the drug enters and accumulates in cells and mitochondria. Detoxification of reactive oxygen species (ROS) by pramipexole is shown in vitro and in vivo by evaluating mitochondrial ROS release and aconitase-2 activity, respectively. Pramipexole and its (+)-enantiomer SND919CL2X [low-affinity dopamine agonist; (+)2-amino-4,5,6,7-tetrahydro-6-l-propylamino-benzathiazole dihydrochloride] possess equipotent efficacy toward hydrogen peroxide and nitric oxide generated in vitro and inhibit cell death in glutathione-depleted neuroblastoma cells. IC(50) values ranged from 15 to 1000 microM, consistent with the reactivity of the respective radical and the compartmentalization of ROS generation and ROS detoxification. Finally, both compounds were tested in superoxide dismutase 1-G93A mice, a model of familial amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. SND919CL2X (100 mg/kg) prolongs survival time and preserves motor function in contrast to pramipexole (3 mg/kg), which shows an increase in running wheel activity before disease onset, presumably caused by the dopaminergic agonism. We conclude that both enantiomers, in addition to their dopaminergic activity, are able to confer neuroprotective effects by their ability to accumulate in brain, cells, and mitochondria where they detoxify ROS. However, a clinical use of pramipexole as a mitochondria-targeted antioxidant is unlikely, because the high doses needed for antioxidative action in vitro are not accessible in vivo due to dopaminergic side effects. In contrast, SND919CL2X may represent the prototype of a mitochondria-targeted neuroprotectant because it has the same antioxidative properties without causing adverse effects.